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Community Plan Priority Built Environment – What we Heard 

April 2019 

This report represents the feedback we have heard from community members and organizations on the Community Plan priority Built Environment. The engagement occurred mostly between February 6 and March 27, 2019.  

Draft Built Environment Vision: Six Nations is a complete community where all community members have access to a Built Environment (public facilities, housing, transportation and infrastructure) that allows them to thrive in 

happiness and health. 

Draft Built Environment Values: 

• ACCESSIBILITY 

• LOVE 

• EQUALITY 

• INLCUSION 

• PEACE 

• SAFETY 

• HARMONY  

Draft Built Environment Community Context 

• Our Built Environment is the physical, human made parts of our community that work together to sustain community wellbeing such as transportation, housing, public facilities and infrastructure. 

• Housing is one of the biggest challenges we face as a community. In our longhouses of the past, we shared our housing and supported each other. Today, some in our community are overly isolated, separated from each 

other and from our Mother Earth, while others are overcrowded, unhealthy and unsafe. Safe, comfortable and reliable housing is a basic need for all of our members to thrive and be well. 

• Public facilities such as libraries, schools, care facilities from birth to death, community centres and playgrounds are locations where we can be together, support each other and celebrate our community. These should be 

accessible to all in the community and safe. For these public facilities to thrive community members need to respect and contribute to the hard work that goes into creating and maintaining them. 

• Access to infrastructure providing clean water and waste water management is a necessity for healthy and happy lifestyles. Clean water is the source of all life. 

• Our transportation system has come a long way, with better roads, a bridge across the river – but many still face transportation issues in their ability to access services, facilities and community events. We aim to provide a 

variety of options for members to move through the community and access the things needed for a healthy and happy life.  

• Our Built Environment can be a celebration of our Haudenosaunee culture by weaving in our art, integrating community into design and merging with the natural environment to celebrate our relationship with Mother 

Earth. 

• Creating good housing, schools and other Built Environment components requires land. Our current relationship with land is troubled – instead of responsibility we are focused on private ownership, so the land we do have is 

often being misused for personal gain instead of for the betterment of the community. We need to uphold our high Haudenosaunee standards of how land is used and commit more opportunities to shared uses.  

• Working towards community wellbeing is an interconnected process that engages all parts of a community – identity, governance, health, culture, education, etc. A safe and accessible Built Environment is just one of these 

parts but when strong provides a physical backbone for community wellbeing.  
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Objective Current Concerns Opportunities for Change Actions 

Create public 
buildings and 

facilities that fit 
our community 

 

• Hard to plan quality, safe building projects when working with very short funding cycles 

• Lack of appropriate and diversified elder care. Desperately need to replace or update the 
Iroquois Lodge. A number of people needing to get in, but currently lack space. Caring for 
elders with a range of disease processes burns out family members 

• Need for transitional assisted living as well – many individuals end up in Iroquois lodge 
who don’t yet need to be there, hurts their sense of independence and mental health 

• No place for members to pass to the spirit world peacefully – currently we only have the 
lodge but should have hospice care 

• Funeral home is limited in capacity, challenging to carry out culturally appropriate 
Haudenosaunee grieving process 

• Still lacking some community recreation facilities such as a community pool. Sad to have 
to leave the community to swim and face judgement from surrounding communities 

• Daycares are an important resource, but more spaces are needed 

• Many of the public facilities we build are too institutionalized, Westernized - built form 
does not reflect our culture 

• Public amenities on community land such as playgrounds on old school sites are not 
maintained and are vandalized due to the lack of respect from the community 

• Some old buildings with historical significance such as 1863 council house aren’t being 
taken care of and may be lost to neglect 

• Present library is in the old doctor’s office. Building is cracking under weight of materials, 
records are a fire hazard 

• Many projects are designed and ready, but lacking funding 

• Lack of communication on community building projects – how they are being designed, 
what their progress is, why some are stalled 

• Schools are in bad condition, Kawenni:io still in need of dedicated space 

• Lack of facilities to learn about our history, culture, read archives 

• Public facilities are still not accessible to wheelchairs, elders, members with disabilities 

• For buildings, services to be accessible 

• For diversified care centres that support 
for our people in culturally appropriate 
ways from womb to death 

• Growing the models of alternative 
education that currently exist to offer to 
more of the community  

• For more recreation facilities within the 
community to provide local options 

• For new buildings to integrate the natural 
environment and represent our 
relationship with mother earth 

• To dedicate resources to long-term and 
preventative maintenance  

• To connect with broader issues of mental 
health and respect – community 
members that respect themselves will 
respect their built environment 

• For greater communication and 
engagement in the planning and 
implementation of community buildings 
and facilities. Integrating community 
considerations in design stages, 
highlighting successes and barriers as 
projects move forward 

• Build a high school in the community 

• Archive needed to retain information safely and make it 
accessible to learn about our history and culture 

• Makers space in library to discover new interests 

• New funeral home, owned by community where families 
can have 10-day ceremony, singing all night, kitchen to 
prepare food, environmentally sound burial practices 

• A mausoleum so that people who chose cremation can take 
up less space in cemeteries 

• Build a community pool 

• Build the Kawenni:io School, update existing schools 

• More accessible buildings and schools to support people 
with Autism, FASD in the future 

• Build a cultural centre open to tourists, with traditional 
food, village, music and dancing 

• Update/Replace Iroquois Lodge, with more diversified early 
and late stage care 

• Our own hospital, integrating culture, traditional and 
western medicine 

• Design new playgrounds to discourage vandalism (signs 
teaching responsibility, security cameras, integrate natural 
design to reduce maintenance) 

• Need our own vet clinic, grooming and pet store 

• More support for Public Works and other construction 
teams in the community to be able to keep up with 
preventative maintenance 

Have housing 
options for all in 
our community 

• Housing is a crisis in the community, availability is very limited. Waitlist to get on the 
housing list is years. Lack of options for young singles and couples who want to move out  

• Many are living in overcrowded homes, not by choice. Some families are stuck living in 
unhealthy or unsafe situations because they can’t access housing alternatives 

• Wealthy people are buying up land, raising costs for families 

• Many folks with special needs will age in their homes but there is a lack of accessible 
options for elder housing 

• Extra costs of housing up front to have land surveyed, meet very stringent environmental 
considerations which are not all appropriate 

• Challenge to have 5% of housing loan up front 

• We are chasing the ideals of Western world in housing – bigger, fancier housing is making 
us more isolated, taking up more land and forests 

• For a more communal approach to living 
where families can live with/near each 
other by choice, not by default. Can share 
responsibilities, teaching 

• For more affordable housing options in 
the community  

• To integrate responsibilities of care for 
mother earth into housing commitments 

• Develop and create policies which encourage alternatives 
to conventional housing (e.g., tiny homes, earth ship 
homes, shared land) 

• Explore alternative and/or subsidized rental programs  

• Elder’s single apartments where they can retain 
independence but have some support for care, meals, 
maintenance 

• Explore shared/communal living options where multiple 
families could live together and share responsibilities, 
perhaps in a longhouse structure 

• Embed responsibilities and standards of maintenance and 
cleanliness into housing loans and land transfers 

• Acquire more land for housing 
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Objective Current Concerns Opportunities for Change Actions 

Support the 
infrastructure 
needs of our 
community 

(clean water 
and waste 

water) 

• Hard to plan large scale infrastructure projects when working with very short funding 
cycles – leads to piecemeal approach 

• Lack of clean water in homes leads to health problems, requires more plastic bottles,  

• Quality of water from wells is not reliable even for non-drinking purposes 

• The expansion of the water lines is helpful, but hook-up costs are prohibitive. Wealthiest 
people in the community will benefit from it as the only ones who can afford the hookup  

• In the past, we have not had relationships with neighbours to partner on infrastructure  

• When we have a water crisis it still does not make the news as much as when non-
indigenous communities do (i.e., Walkerton) 

• Septic tank system is costly for homeowners and waste lagoon is not a sustainable option 

• To focus on equity in delivering 
infrastructure services 

• To connect with local municipalities more 

• For greater consideration of 
infrastructure across community priorities 
(e.g., greater access to water reduces 
waste from bottles, increases sense of 
wellness, ability to pursue education and 
employment) 

• Extend Water Mains 

• Offer a program to share/cover the cost of hooking up the 
water line 

• Develop a wastewater sewage system 

Create a 
complete and 

accessible 
transportation 

system  
 

• Roads, shoulders and bridges are in a very poor state. Impacts community through 
decreased safety and long-term impacts to vehicles 

• Roads are negatively impacted by businesses, but they are not accountable to the costs 
(big trucks hauling on our roads, non-community members coming for gas and cigarettes)  

• Many community members who cannot afford a vehicle, license or insurance cannot 
access services, employment, education or participate in public events 

• Any walking or biking on the reserve is unsafe because of the lack of dedicated 
infrastructure and people driving way over the speed limit 

• Our dependence on everyone in the community having a vehicle is damaging our 
relationship with mother earth through pollution 

• To continue to repair and enhance roads 
through preventative maintenance 

• To explore shared transportation options 
in the community that will increase access 
to services, opportunities, neighbouring 
communities 

• To create more opportunities for 
community members to choose lower 
impact ways of transportation (walking, 
cycling, electric and fuel-efficient vehicles) 

• Explore greener alternatives in road construction – using 
recycled bottles for paving 

• A shared transportation system for Six Nations – buses, 
vans, car sharing. Safety, consistency and affordability need 
to be key considerations 

• Electric vehicle charging stations within the community 

• Walking trails, sidewalks along more roads in the 
community 

Build our 
community 

using land in 
ways that 

respect our 
culture 

• We need access to land to build the houses, schools, libraries, roads and care facilities 
that make up a healthy built environment – yet land availability is very low 

• Wealthy people are buying up land for industry, raising costs for families to access land 

• A handful of business people have monopolized land and all of their spin-off businesses 
employ many in the community, so they hold control over the economy 

• No limits to how much land one member can hold  

• We are supposed to be stewards of the land, but we are not fulfilling this role as a 
community - people are under no obligation to consider future generations or other 
community members when choosing what to do with their land. We have no zoning or 
land use regulations in place 

• We lost values that connect us to the environment. Very concept of drawing lines on land 
and “owning” it leads to individualized community, “me and mine,” and makes land a 
commodity. It is not our way and keeps us from having a relationship with Mother Earth 
and remembering that we are borrowing the land from our future generations 

• Sense of individuality and “ownership” has become so engrained in us that it would be a 
challenge to create standards and hold community members accountable to them 

• The chemicals used by tobacco companies, gas stations and farmers could be hurting the 
land in irreversible ways that make it unusable for other built environment purposes like 
housing or schools. We have no way of holding those entities accountable  

• To come together as a community and 
agree upon what our responsibilities to 
the land are, what uses of land are 
acceptable to us, how land will be 
designated and protected 

• To increase our land base 

• To explore new alternatives in how we 
build our houses and public facilities so 
that less land and ecosystems are 
consumed (i.e., higher density, communal 
living) 

• To discuss the challenging implications of 
land ownership, including limits, 
standards of use and contributions back 
to community amenities 

• Acquire local land that’s in the Haldimand Tract, rent it out 
and slowly restore it until we are prepared to use it for 
housing and services 

• Conduct Environmental Assessments on industry in the 
community and in the Tract 

•  

 


